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“...  So that you can help me on my journey...”  (I Corinthians 16:6)





The Unity of the Church





�
I would like to say thank you to all of you who read my first newsletter on the church, to those of you who took the time to write me a note or call and talk, and especially to those of you who have been praying with me for the unity of the Body of Christ.



For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body.   (I Corinthians 12:13)



This was supposed to be a monthly newsletter, but it looks like it may turn out to be quarterly instead!   I must apologize, first of all, for my long delay in writing this second installment.   (I guess I have spent more time in these last three months learning, praying, reading, and thinking about the church than I have spent writing – which is probably for the better.)



Secondly, I must apologize for the length of the current “issue,” the letter which you are now holding.   Why is it that in school writing a ten-page paper was such a chore (which was usually accomplished by double-spacing and including lots of worthless garbage), whereas now the challenge is to keep myself down to ten pages?!





How can we recognize unity in the church?



After I began praying for the unity of the church, I began to ask the question:  What does the unity of the church mean?   What would unity in the church look like?



It seemed to me that the existence of separate Christian denominations with conflicting doctrines and mutually unsubmissive authority structures was evidence of division and disunity within the Body of Christ.



However, quite a number of people I have talked to, both Catholic and Protestant, do not see these numerous denominations as necessarily indicative of disunity in the Body of Christ, but rather of diversity.   Each denomination, they would say, has a particular culture, a particular “flavor,” that makes it more effective at reaching a particular group of people with the gospel.   Those who hold this point of view would, in fact, see the existence of many different denominations in a positive light, because a variety of denominations enhances the diversity of the church.



What then does the unity of the church mean?   In what sense can we say that we are one body?



The most common view to which I have been exposed goes something like this:



Every denomination has in it some people who are truly Christian believers and other people who are not Christians.   The Body of Christ or the church (the universal church, that is) is the collection of all individuals who believe in Jesus, are saved, and are going to heaven.   The church, therefore, includes people from every denomination who are Christians (and excludes, of course, all who are not Christians, regardless of which denomination they belong to).   The church is an invisible, spiritual entity.   We cannot see it.   We cannot determine who is in the church by looking at the membership rolls of a particular denomination.   Since the church is a spiritual entity, we should not necessarily expect to see a visible unity in the church.   Therefore, a variety of denominations is no indication of disunity.   If we wish to see unity in the church, we need simply to recognize that there are Christians in every denomination and to respect all Christians as our brothers and sisters in Christ, regardless of which denomination they belong to.



That is the understanding of unity in the church which I was brought up with and which I have accepted most of my life without question.



Some who hold this view of unity in the church would admit that there might be disunity within the church, but that the existence of a multitude of denominations is not by itself enough evidence to conclude that there is, in fact, disunity in the church.



So this view still leaves unanswered the question:  How do we know when there is unity in the church?





Communion: a visible sign of unity



I would like to suggest that the Lord’s Supper is a visible and concrete sign of unity or disunity among believers.   There are three reasons why I believe that communion is an appropriate symbol of Christian unity:





1. Most Christians today recognize communion as a sign of unity.



Catholics, Orthodox, and many Protestants recognize communion as a symbol of unity in the church.



The Catholic teaching is summarized on the inside front cover of the missalettes found in the pews of every Catholic church:



We welcome to this celebration of the Eucharist those Christians who are not fully united with us.   It is a consequence of the sad divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to them a general invitation to receive Communion.   Catholics believe that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness if faith, life, and worship of the community.   Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we must all pray.



The Orthodox view is similar:



To participate in Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church is to identify oneself fully with all of the members of the Orthodox faith, living and dead; and to identify oneself fully with every aspect of the Orthodox Church: its history, councils, canons, dogmas, disciplines.   It is to “take on oneself” the direct and concrete responsibility for everyone and everything connected in and with the Orthodox tradition and to profess responsibility for the everyday life of the Orthodox Church.



It would be impossible, of course, to give a representative example of the views of every Protestant sect.   I have chosen the following example not because it is necessarily representative of Protestantism as a whole, but merely because I happen to have read it recently.   It is an excerpt from a Plymouth Brethren magazine:



The question of fellowship entails more than a personal remembering of the Lord.   Those who break bread with a company thereby express to be one with that company and all it stands for, its basis and its doctrines.   This is one side.   The other side is that those who receive one to the breaking of bread express to be one with that person and all he holds in doctrine and practice.   Where such a mutual expression of oneness accompanies the breaking of bread, a true expression of the oneness of the body of Christ is seen.   Conversely, breaking of bread without regard for these facts is a denial of the oneness of the body of Christ.





2. The church has historically viewed communion as the primary sign of Christian unity.



Saint Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch (martyred c. 107 A.D.) “thought of the Church as a Eucharistic society, which only realizes its true nature when it celebrates the Supper of the Lord, receiving His Body and Blood in the sacrament...”



The Eucharist, by uniting the members of the Church to Christ, at the same time unites them to one another...  The Eucharist creates the unity of the Church.  The Church (as Ignatius saw) is a Eucharistic society, a sacramental organism which exists – and exists in its fullness – wherever the Eucharist is celebrated.  It is no coincidence that the term “Body of Christ” should mean both the Church and the sacrament; and that the phrase communio sanctorum in the Apostles’ Creed should mean both “the communion of the holy people” (communion of saints) and “the communion of the holy things” (communion in the sacraments).





3. The Bible teaches that communion is a sign of unity.



St.  Paul writes that we are one body because we partake of one bread together:



Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ?   And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?   Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.  (I Corinthians 10:16-17)



The apostle also writes that the Lord’s Supper can reveal divisions among believers as well as unity:



In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good.  In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it.  No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval.  When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else.  One remains hungry, another gets drunk.  (I Corinthians 11:17-21)





For these reasons, then, I believe that communion is an appropriate sign of unity or disunity among believers.



As I have attended Sts.  Peter and Paul for the last two years, I have become painfully aware of the divisions that exist among Christians.  For although I am powerfully drawn to the beauty and the holiness of the Mass, I cannot receive communion because I am not Catholic.



We must conclude, then, that there is, in fact, disunity among believers.  Why do I belabor this point?  It seems that I have gone to great lengths to demonstrate what is obvious to most.  I do so simply to point out that it is too great a simplification to say that “all true believers are united in spirit,” so we don’t need to worry about any kind of visible unity.  And it is even worse to say that this vast array of denominations, most of them not in communion with any of the others, is good, healthy, and positive!



We Protestants are, in fact, divided from Catholics and Orthodox by conflicting doctrines, by differing interpretations of Scripture, by independent church authorities and by exclusion from the sacraments.



Having concluded that there is disunity among Christians, the question is:  What is the solution to this problem?  How can we bring about unity among these “separated brethren”?





The Pope or me?



When I first began attending Sts.  Peter and Paul, the solution to the problem of disunity seemed obvious to me: the Pope simply needs to recognize that the church is made up of all true believers everywhere, so he should allow any Christian to receive communion at any Catholic church.  After all, the Catholics that I knew would have been happy for me to receive communion with them, so it was clearly the hierarchy of the Catholic Church that was the source of the problem.  In fact, I remember thinking that, in the spirit of Acts 5:29 (“We must obey God rather than men!”), I should just ignore the rules of the church and receive communion anyway.  (I have never actually done this.)



But then I had to ask myself, who really is causing the problem here: the Pope or me?  Is the Pope really unwilling for me to receive communion in the Catholic church?  No, of course not!   If I wish to receive communion in the Catholic Church, all I have to do is make a profession of faith and be confirmed in the church (i.e.  “become Catholic”).



Some might object that I should not be required to become Catholic (or become anything else) in order to receive communion; but, rather, that communion is a recognition of the fact that I already am a member of the Body of Christ by virtue of my faith in Christ Jesus.



However, this approach to communion is the result of a particular understanding of the nature of the church: that it is an invisible, spiritual entity made up of all true believers everywhere.  That is basically what I would call the “Protestant definition” of the church.



That is not the definition of the church that the Catholic Church (or the Orthodox Church) teaches.  (The fact that some Catholics have a more Protestant perspective on unity and communion simply means that they have adopted the Protestant definition of the church.)



And so the question of how to bring about unity among Christians leads us to a much more fundamental question:  What is the nature of the church?





What is the church?



The Nicene Creed, adopted at the First and Second Ecumenical Councils (Nicea, 325 A.D., and Constantinople, 381A.D.), has been universally acknowledged by Christians since the fourth century as our common basis of faith.



The Creed was formulated, in large part, as a response to heresies which arose in the early church, primarily regarding the person of Christ.  Thus, every word and phrase in the Creed is rich with meaning and significance.



We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died, and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father [and the Son].  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.



(More will be said in a future newsletter regarding the bracketed phrase [and the Son].)



All of us as Christians profess our faith in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  What does it mean?



The church is one.  There is only one church of Jesus Christ.  “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” (Romans 12:4-5)



The church is holy.  “...  Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy...” (Ephesians 5:25-26)  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God...” (I Peter 2:9)



The church is catholic.  The word catholic in the creed is usually understood to mean universal: it encompasses believers everywhere, as opposed to the church in one locality; and it was established by God for the salvation of all people.  The word catholic also refers to the fullness of the church in another sense: within the church is the fullness of God’s truth and grace; within the church is everything necessary for salvation.  “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him [Christ] to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” (Ephesians 1:22-23)



The church is apostolic.  The word apostolic in the creed may also be understood in two ways.  First, the church is apostolic because it is founded upon the apostles.  The word apostle in Greek means “one who is sent.”  The apostles were chosen by Christ and sent out to carry the message of salvation to the world.  Thus, the second sense in which the church is apostolic is that, like the apostles, the church has been sent out into the world with the mission of proclaiming the good news to all.  “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (John 20:21)



Many Christians today understand the oneness of the church in a purely spiritualized sense.  I object to this understanding of the nature of the church (which admits a purely spiritual unity of the church and not also a visible unity) on four grounds: it is contrary to the plain text of Scripture, it is contrary to the character of God’s intervention in history, it is contrary to the church’s own historical understanding of itself, and it is contrary to common sense.





1. To deny the visible unity of the church is contrary to the plain text of Scripture.



For convenient reference, I have included as an appendix to this newsletter (Appendix 2) selected Scripture passages containing the words divide, divided, divides, dividing, division, divisions, divisive, unison, unite, united, unites, unity, and one.  None of the passages which talk about division refer to some kind of spiritual division; they all speak of a real, visible, physical division.  The passages speak of dividing water, spoils, money, land, animals, inheritance, plunder, silver, garments, nations, even hair!



Why, then, would we interpret references to divisions in the church as a spiritualized division rather than a visible one?  “Because the church is a spiritual entity, not a physical one,” is the common reply.  But that is a circular argument!  Those who reply in this way have imposed a spiritualized definition of the church on the Scriptures.  The idea that we can have unity in a spiritual sense without a visible unity is an idea foreign to the New Testament and to 1,500 years of church history.  It is a peculiarly Protestant innovation.



I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.  My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you.  What I mean is this:  One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”  Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Were you baptized into the name of Paul?  (I Corinthians 1:10�13)



If the unity of the church were purely spiritual, why would St.Paul condemn the divisions in Corinth?  Why wouldn’t he say that these superficial divisions that we see don’t really matter, since all believers are united spiritually?  Why wouldn’t he take the opportunity to tell the Corinthians that their “diversity” would be a great help to the spread of the gospel and that they shouldn’t expect to see any kind of visible unity in the church?



My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  (John 17:20-23)



Jesus prayed for believers to be one to let the world know that the Father sent him.  Therefore, the unity among believers for which Christ prayed must be a unity visible to the world.  Since the world does not have any spiritual perception, this unity must not be a purely spiritual unity.  It must also be a visible unity obvious to non-Christians.  A non-Christian would logically conclude from the present state of things that the church of Christ is divided.



Make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one hope when you were called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  (Ephesians 4:3-6)



Again, why would Paul instruct us to make every effort to keep this unity if it was purely a spiritual unity which was assured and which we could do nothing to destroy?





2. To deny the visible unity of the church is contrary to the character of God’s intervention in history.



In Genesis 3, after the sin in the garden, God promised that through the seed of the woman would come one who would finally conquer man’s mortal enemy:



So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals!  You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  (Genesis 3:14-15)



From that time forward, God has had one plan for the redemption of all creation.



God chose Abraham to be the father of a holy nation that would bring forth the promised redeemer:



The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  (Genesis 12:1-3)



All peoples on earth would be blessed through Abraham because the redeemer would come through his offspring.



After Abraham’s descendants became slaves in Egypt, God chose Moses to lead them out of slavery and into the promised land: “So now, go.  I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:10)



After bringing the people out of Egypt by God’s miraculous deliverance, Moses went up to Mount Sinai to receive the Law from God.  While he was on the mountain, the Israelites made a golden calf to worship.



“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people.  Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.  Then I will make you into a great nation.”



But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God.  “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’?  Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.  Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.”’ Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.  (Exodus 32:9-14)



Moses reminded God of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The whole Old Testament is the history of God’s faithfulness to his covenant with the Jewish people.



In the Old Testament, there was only one covenant people.  God did not have one covenant for the Jews, one for the Arabs, another for the Hindus, a different one for the Buddhists, and so on.  There was one covenant people: Israel.



One might become part of God’s covenant with Israel, as Ruth, a Moabite, did when she said to Naomi, her Israelite mother-in-law, “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and your God my God.” (Ruth 1:16) But outside of Israel there was no other covenant with God to be had.



Israel was at the center of God’s plan of redemption for the world.  Now that does not mean that God’s grace was not active elsewhere.  Many Old Testament passages indicate God’s concern for all the nations of the world.  For example, the book of Jonah recounts the story of how wicked Nineveh, capital city of the Assyrians, mortal enemies of Israel, repented after God sent Jonah, a Jewish prophet, to preach to them.  Jonah wanted God to destroy them, but God rebuked him: “Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well.  Should I not be concerned about that great city?” (Jonah 4:11)



So God has always been concerned for the other nations; nevertheless, Israel was the focus of God’s plan.



Historical continuity appears to be an important hallmark of God’s work.  He began with one man, Abraham.  He has always been faithful to Abraham’s descendants.  When Israel was unfaithful, God didn’t give up on them and start something new.  He remained faithful to his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.



Why is this historical continuity important to God?  Of course, we can never fully understand why God chooses to act in the way he does, but I can think of at least three reasons why historical continuity is important in God’s plan.



First, historical continuity is important simply because it is God’s character:



Here is a trustworthy saying:



If we died with him, we will also live with him;

if we endure, we will also reign with him.

If we disown him, he will also disown us;

if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.



(II Timothy 2:11-13)



Even though we may disown God and exclude ourselves from his blessings, He will always be faithful to His covenant.



Second, historical continuity is important because it demonstrates that the fulfillment of God’s purposes are ultimately dependent upon God alone, not upon man’s will.  Even though Israel was seldom obedient or faithful to God’s plan, God never had to start over and make a new plan.  God accomplished his purposes by his own divine faithfulness to Israel, in spite of Israel’s unfaithfulness.



Third, historical continuity is important because it enables us to identify the focus of God’s activity and cooperate in it.  The nations of the Old Testament knew who and where Israel was, and they knew that the God of Heaven fights for the armies of Israel.  “And the Egyptians said, ‘Let’s get away from the Israelites!  The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”’ (Exodus 14:25)  One did not have to wonder where God was working out his purposes.  God dwelt among the Jews.



Israel was a readily identifiable community.  Their status as God’s people did not depend upon their response to Him.  We still know to this day who the Jews are.  We can identify them.  And according to Romans 11, God has not stopped being faithful to Israel.



In order to enable us to identify God’s activity even more readily, He sent prophets to foretell what He would do:



I foretold the former things long ago, my mouth announced them and I made them known; then suddenly I acted, and they came to pass.  For I knew how stubborn you were; the sinews of your neck were iron, your forehead was bronze.  Therefore I told you these things long ago; before they happened I announced them to you so that you could not say, “My idols did them; my wooden image and metal god ordained them.”  (Isaiah 48:3-5)



The prophets of the first covenant foretold a new covenant that God would enter into with His people:



“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD.



“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD.  “I will put my law in their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD.  “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  (Jeremiah 31:31-34)



Jesus said that he was the fulfillment of the first covenant (Matthew 5:17), and he announced the new covenant, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood...” (Luke 22:20).



Jesus established a visible community, the church, so that all would know how to enter into the new covenant.



Now this is not to say that those who are outside the church are outside the reach of God’s grace.  Jesus himself said that the Father “causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matthew 5:45)  Nevertheless, the church is the focal point of the new covenant.



How do we know that cults such as the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses have misunderstood the new covenant?  Because they are clearly outside of the historical continuity of God’s covenant with the church.  Joseph Smith claimed that the church was an abomination to God, and that God commanded him to start a new church.  But we know from the Scriptures and from the creeds that there is only one church.  There won’t be a “new” church.  Even when Israel disobeyed and did things that were an abomination to God, He did not rescind His covenant.  And God will not rescind His covenant with the church, for the new covenant is an eternal covenant (Hebrews 13:20).



Even Paul, who was commissioned as an apostle directly by the Lord Jesus, made a point to demonstrate that his work was connected to and approved by Peter and the other leaders of the church.



First, he was baptized (Acts 9:18), the custom that was already established in the early church for entrance into the community of faith.  Paul did not claim that his direct revelation from Christ exempted him from baptism into the church.



Next, he sought the approval of Peter, James, and the other leaders of the church in Jerusalem for his ministry to the Gentiles.  “James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me.” (Galatians 2:9)  So even the Apostle Paul was not given the authority to start a new and different church, but rather to bring the Gentiles into the one and only church of Christ.



So the visible unity of the church follows from the historical continuity that has characterized God’s plan of redemption from the beginning.  





3. To deny the visible unity of the church is contrary to the church’s own historical understanding of itself.



During the third century a dispute arose concerning those who had fallen into a life of sin after baptism or who had denied the faith during the Roman persecutions.  The “maximalists” opposed the bishops who allowed for repentance and reconciliation with the community.  Tertullian and other Montanist heretics left the church to form a new, “more perfect” church.



Cyprian, bishop of Carthage (died 258) defended the unity of the apostolic church:



Does he who does not hold this unity of the Church think that he holds the faith?  Does he who strives against and resists the Church trust that he is in the Church...?



It is not possible to have God as Father who does not have the Church as mother.



He is not a Christian who is not in the Church of Christ.



But isn’t this exactly what Protestants have done?  They left the Catholic Church because of corruption and set about to establish “more perfect” (new and improved?) churches.  We must heed Cyprian’s warnings: there is only one church.  It is made up of sinners, and, therefore, it will not be perfect here on earth.  Our duty is not to find or to create the “perfect” church, but to be part of the sole church of Christ.



The church has always understood that Christ established a visible body with an authority structure, that he appointed his apostles as authorities in the church (Matthew 16:17-19), that the apostles passed on their authority to others (Acts 1:24-25), that this apostolic authority has continued to the present day in the bishops of the church, that those who are in communion with the bishops and submit to their authority (Hebrews 13:17) are in the church, and that those who are not in communion with the bishops are not in the church.



It was not until the sixteenth century that Protestants developed a different understanding of the church: that it is merely the collection of all individuals who believe in Jesus, with no authority structure and no visible unity.





4. To deny the visible unity of the church is contrary to common sense.



The fact is, we don’t need all these fancy arguments to figure out what is painfully obvious to most people: there is disunity among God’s people.



A few years ago on Christian radio, there was a popular song by First Call about Christian unity entitled Undivided.  “In our hearts, we’re undivided,” said the chorus.  Now, it is a beautiful song with beautiful music, but wouldn’t you think it bizarre if a divorced couple said to you, “In our hearts, we’re undivided”?  No, unity was meant to be expressed visibly.



When I was growing up at home, my dad frequently mentioned that when he was growing up, he never doubted that his parents loved each other, but that there was only one occasion that he could remember seeing them express that love in a physically affectionate way.  The family was out for a walk, and he was walking along behind his parents as they held hands.  He was thrilled to see this visible display of affection.  He decided that when he got married, he wanted to shower his wife with lots of affection all the time.  (Those who know him will attest that he has been quite successful.)



Isn’t it the same in the Body of Christ?  If we really are one, why wouldn’t we want to express that unity visibly?





To summarize, then, I believe that the unity of the church is not only a spiritual unity but also visible and structural unity because this understanding of unity in the church is consistent with Scripture, consistent with the historical continuity that has marked God’s plan of redemption, consistent with the church’s own understanding of itself throughout Christian history, and consistent with common sense.



As Wayne Carson, pastor of Clayton Community Church, has said, “Those who spiritualize tell spiritual lies because they don’t have spiritual eyes.”  He said this in reference to liberal Christians who deny the bodily resurrection of Jesus, but it is equally applicable to Protestants who deny the visible oneness of the church.



Ephesians 4 instructs us to “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit.”  Each of us in the Body of Christ bears responsibility for this unity.  The fact that we are told to “make every effort” implies that it will require work and that it may not be easy.



In prayer let us ask God how we can be working for unity in the Body of Christ.





Finally, until next time, let me leave you with the following question to ponder:  What does the Bible say is “the pillar and foundation of the truth”?



	(a) God

	(b) Christ

	(c) the Holy Spirit

	(d) the church

	(e) the Scriptures

�
�Appendix 1: A Parable





I have been very pleased with all of the feedback I have gotten on the first newsletter.  It has been helpful.  Thank you all very much!  Occasionally I may share with you some of this feedback.  This is one of those occasions.



My best friend Paul Bunge wrote me a story (a parable, you might say).  I thought you all might enjoy it as well.





To Loren: Potatoes



�
I grew up on potatoes only.  We had other food occasionally and my parents weren’t against allowing me to sample different foods when we went to other folks’ houses.  But potatoes and potatoes alone were for us.  And so it surprises me and almost offends me that you – who have tasted ice cream – would come to the conclusion that potatoes are for you.  But thinking extensively on the subject and trying to see all the angles, I think that I can understand your craving.  Allow me to attempt to interpret your taste.  I know that really this may be solely a defense of my own taste in food, but so be it – let me have a go at it anyway.



Perhaps as I was fed only on potatoes, you were given only ice cream to eat.  So that we both grew up unknowing what it was the other was enjoying.  When I met you and beheld your ice cream (actually it was not you initially, but other ice cream eaters), I was amazed.  I was overcome with gustatory emotions – not to mention that quickly-growing resentment at not being fed this heavenly food.  At first all I wanted to do was to eat ice cream.  Perhaps it was good that at this time I still lived at home and thus out of respect for my mother I still consumed potatoes.  Through this process I learned the art of eating ice cream for desert at a meal full of potatoes.  It was not inherently overly offensive to my dear mother, and I still was able to enjoy this new-found (by me) joy.  Later, when I moved away from home and entered into the world of ice-cream eaters, I was frankly quite satisfied.  But now that I think about it, I realize that I really did not give up eating potatoes at this time.  Perhaps it was guilt, perhaps it was grace, but a potato or two always seemed to sneak itself onto my plate.  In fact, I could not think of it otherwise.


�
But you, my friend: it seems to me that you have not before had a potato.  You have lived (and thrived) on ice cream all of your life.  Had I known the joy that would arrive on your doorstep at your first taste of potatoes, that it was as great as mine was the first time ice cream touched my tongue, surely I would have given you one of my potatoes, heck a whole field full.  Perhaps I did not realize that you and others like you in my new-found group of ice-cream eaters could possibly not be satisfied with this one dish, the one dish I was missing.  Looking at your new-found craving for potatoes in this light, I must leave my initial distaste for your endeavors and congratulate and rejoice with you in this food diversity.



However, having been a part of the deprivation of potatoes from your plate that I now see that you have suffered all of these years, I would like to share one piece of advice to perhaps make up for my blindness.  I have found that many consumers of many foods suffer from a lack of balanced diet.  They find one food, like it, and thereby forsake all of the rest.  So we isolate ourselves and build walls between us, as well as deprive our bodies of vital nutrients-nutrients that must come from all different types of food and not just one.  Right now, you are eating ice cream and potatoes.  My advice is: they are both good for you, keep eating both.  Ice cream is good, it makes the soul sing.  Potatoes are good, they are a nutritious staple.  Think not that you can have one and not the other.  Neither criticize too much those who for some reason or another limit themselves to one type of food – especially if it is not your personal favorite.  And now I have said enough.


��Appendix 2: Selected Scripture Passages





Following are selected verses from the New International Version of the Holy Bible.  The criteria I used for selecting passages were as follows:



I have included all verses with the words divide, divided, divides, dividing, division, divisions, divisive, unison, unite, united, unites, and unity.  (In some cases where the meaning is not applicable to the present context, I have simply listed the reference and indicated the usage of the word.)



There are over 2,400 occurrences of the word one in the NIV Bible.  Therefore, I have included only those passages which seemed applicable to the topic at hand.





�Genesis 2:24.  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Genesis 3:22.  And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil.  He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”

Genesis 10:25.  Two sons were born to Eber: One was named Peleg [division], because in his time the earth was divided; his brother was named Joktan.

Genesis 11:1.  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.

Genesis 11:6.  The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.”

Genesis 14:15.  During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus.

Genesis 32:7.  In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into two groups, and the flocks and herds and camels as well.

Genesis 33:1.  Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two maidservants.

Genesis 34:16.  Then we will give you our daughters and take your daughters for ourselves.  We’ll settle among you and become one people with you.

Genesis 34:22.  But the men will consent to live with us as one people only on the condition that our males be circumcised, as they themselves are.

Genesis 36:30.  [family/tribal divisions]

Genesis 49:27.  “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he devours the prey, in the evening he divides the plunder.”

Exodus 6:26.  [tribal divisions]

Exodus 7:4.  [tribal divisions]

Exodus 12:17,41,51.  [tribal divisions]

Exodus 14:16.  “Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.”

Exodus 14:21-22.  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land.  The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.

Exodus 15:9.  The enemy boasted, “I will pursue, I will overtake them.  I will divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them.  I will draw my sword and my hand will destroy them.”

Exodus 21:35.  If a man’s bull injures the bull of another and it dies, they are to sell the live one and divide both the money and the dead animal equally.

Exodus 24:3.  When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will do.”

Leviticus 11:3.  You may eat any animal that has a split hoof completely divided and that chews the cud.

Leviticus 11:7.  [split hoof completely divided]

Leviticus 11:26.  [split hoof completely divided]

Numbers 1:3,52.  [tribal divisions]

Numbers 2:3-32.  [tribal divisions]

Numbers 10:14-28.  [tribal divisions]

Numbers 31:27.  Divide the spoils between the soldiers who took part in the battle and the rest of the community.

Numbers 33:1.  [tribal divisions]

Deuteronomy 6:4.  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

Deuteronomy 14:6-7.  [split hoof completely divided]

Deuteronomy 19:2-3.  Then set aside for yourselves three cities centrally located in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess.  Build roads to them and divide into three parts the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, so that anyone who kills a man may flee there.

Deuteronomy 31:7.  Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that the LORD swore to their forefathers to give them, and you must divide it among them as their inheritance.”

Deuteronomy 32:8.  When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when he divided all mankind, he set up boundaries for the peoples according to the number of the sons of Israel.

Joshua 11:23.  [tribal divisions]

Joshua 12:7.  [tribal divisions]

Joshua 13:7.  [divide the land]

Joshua 14:5.  [divided the land]

Joshua 18:5.  [divide the land]

Joshua 18:10.  [tribal divisions]

Joshua 19:49-51.  [dividing the land]

Joshua 22:8.  [divide the plunder]

Joshua 22:14.  [family division]

Judges 5:30.  [dividing the spoils]

Judges 7:16.  Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside.

Judges 9:43.  So he took his men, divided them into three companies and set an ambush in the fields.  When he saw the people coming out of the city, he rose to attack them.

Judges 20:8.  All the people rose as one man, saying, “None of us will go home.  No, not one of us will return to his house.”

Judges 20:11.  So all the men of Israel got together and united as one man against the city.

I Samuel 11:7.  Then the terror of the LORD fell on the people, and they turned out as one man.

I Samuel 11:11.  The next day Saul separated his men into three divisions; during the last watch of the night they broke into the camp of the Ammonites and slaughtered them until the heat of the day.  Those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together.

I Samuel 18:1.  After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself.

II Samuel 19:14.  He won over the hearts of all the men of Judah as though they were one man...

II Samuel 19:29.  [divide the fields]

I Kings 18:6.  [divided the land]

II Kings 2:8.  Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it.  The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.

II Kings 2:14.  Then he [Elisha] took the cloak that had fallen from him [Elijah] and struck the water with it.  “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” he asked.  When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over.

I Chronicles 1:19.  Two sons were born to Eber: One was named Peleg [division], because in his time the earth was divided; his brother was named Joktan.

I Chronicles 12:17.  David went out to meet them and said to them, “If you have come to me in peace, to help me, I am ready to have you unite with me.  But if you have come to betray me to my enemies when my hands are free from violence, may the God of our fathers see it and judge you.”

I Chronicles 12:38.  All these were fighting men who volunteered to serve in the ranks.  They came to Hebron fully determined to make David king over all Israel.  All the rest of the Israelites were also of one mind to make David king.

I Chronicles 23:6.  David divided the Levites into groups corresponding to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari.

I Chronicles 24:1-5.  [priestly divisions]

I Chronicles 26:1,12,19.  [priestly divisions]

I Chronicles 27:1-15.  [army divisions]

I Chronicles 28:1.  [army divisions]

I Chronicles 28:13,21.  [priestly divisions]

II Chronicles 5:11.  [priestly divisions]

II Chronicles 5:13.  The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the LORD...

II Chronicles 8:14.  [priestly divisions]

II Chronicles 18:12.  The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, as one man the other prophets are predicting success for the king.  Let your word agree with theirs, and speak favorably.”

II Chronicles 23:8.  [priestly divisions]

II Chronicles 26:11.  [army divisions]

II Chronicles 30:12.  Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people to give them unity of mind to carry out what the kings and his officials had ordered, following the word of the LORD.

II Chronicles 31:2.  [priestly divisions]

II Chronicles 31:15-17.  [priestly divisions]

II Chronicles 35:4.  [family divisions]

II Chronicles 35:10.  [priestly divisions]

Ezra 3:1.  When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, the people assembled as one man in Jerusalem.

Ezra 6:18.  [priestly divisions]

Ezra 10:16.  [family division]

Nehemiah 7:73-8:1.  When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate.  They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.

Nehemiah 9:11.  [divided the sea]

Nehemiah 11:36.  [priestly divisions]

Job 16:10.  Men open their mouths to jeer at me; they strike my cheek in scorn and unite together against me.

Job 27:16-17.  Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes like piles of clay, what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent will divide his silver.

Job 41:5-6.  Can you make a pet of him [leviathan] like a bird or put him on a leash for your girls?  Will traders barter for him?  Will they divide him up among the merchants?

Psalm 22:18.  They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.

Psalm 68:12.  [divide the plunder]

Psalm 78:13.  [divided the sea]

Psalm 133:1.  How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!

Psalm 136:13.  [divided the Red Sea]

Proverbs 3:19-20.  By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew.

Isaiah 7:6.  Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.

Isaiah 9:3.  [dividing the plunder]

Isaiah 14:1.  Aliens will join them and unite with the house of Jacob.

Isaiah 18:2,7.  [land is divided]

Isaiah 33:23.  [spoils will be divided]

Isaiah 53:12.  Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong...

Isaiah 63:12.  [divided the waters]

Jeremiah 5:5.  “So I will go to the leaders and speak to them; surely they know the way of the LORD, the requirements of their God.”  But with one accord they too had broken off the yoke and torn off the bonds.

Ezekiel 5:1.  Now, son of man, take a sharp sword and use it as a barber’s razor to shave your head and your beard.  Then take a set of scales and divide up the hair.

Ezekiel 37:16-19.  Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, “Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.”  Then take another stick of wood, and write on it, “Ephraim’s stick, belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with him.”  Join them together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand.  When your countrymen ask you, “Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?” say to them, “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph – which is in Ephraim’s hand – and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick, making them a single stick of wood, and they will become one in my hand.”

Ezekiel 37:22.  “I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel.  There will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms.”

Ezekiel 37:24.  “My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd.  They will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees.”

Ezekiel 47:13-14.  [divide the land]

Daniel 2:41-43.  Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay.  As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle.  And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.

Daniel 5:28.  [kingdom is divided]

Joel 3:2.  [divided up my land]

Amos 7:17.  [land will be measured and divided up]

Micah 2:4.  [possession is divided up]

Micah 2:5.  [divide the land]

Zechariah 14:9.  The LORD will be king over the whole earth.  On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name.

Malachi 2:10.  Have we not all one Father?  Did not one God create us?  Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers by breaking faith with one another?

Malachi 2:14-15.  You ask, “Why?”  It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.  Has not the LORD made them one?  In flesh and spirit they are his.  And why one?  Because he was seeking godly offspring.  So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.



Matthew 12:25-26.  Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.  If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself.  How then can his kingdom stand?”

Matthew 19:5-6.  “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” [Genesis 2:24] So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.

Matthew 23:8-10.  But you are not to be called “Rabbi,” for you have only one Master and you are all brothers.  And do not call anyone on earth “father,” for you have one Father, and he is in heaven.  Nor are you to be called “teacher,” for you have one Teacher, the Christ.

Matthew 27:35.  When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  [See Psalm 22:18.]

Mark 3:24-26.  “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.  And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come.”

Mark 6:41.  Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves.  then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people.  He also divided the two fish among them all.

Mark 10:6-8.  “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” [Genesis 2:24] So they are no longer two, but one.

Mark 12:29.  “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this:  ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.”’

Mark 12:32.  “Well said, teacher,” the man replied.  “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him.”

Mark 15:24.  And they crucified him.  Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.

Luke 1:5.  In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.

Luke 1:8-9.  Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense.

Luke 11:17-18.  Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them:  “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.  If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand?  I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub.”

Luke 11:22.  “But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.”

Luke 12:13.  Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

Luke 12:51-53.  “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth?  No, I tell you, but division.  From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

Luke 15:12.  The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.”  So he divided his property between them.

Luke 22:17.  After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.”

Luke 23:18.  With one voice they cried out, “Away with this man!  Release Barabbas to us!”

Luke 23:34.  Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.

John 7:43.  Thus the people were divided because of Jesus.

John 9:16.  Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?”  So they were divided.

John 10:16.  “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen.  I must bring them also.  They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.”

John 10:19.  At these words, the Jews were again divided.

John 10:30.  “I and the Father are one.”

John 11:51-52.  He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one.

John 17:11.  “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name – the name you gave me – so that they may be one as we are one.”

John 17:20-23.  My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

John 19:23-24.  When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining.  This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.  “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another.  “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”  This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, “They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” [Psalm 22:18] So this is what the soldiers did.

Acts 14:4.  The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles.

Acts 17:26.  From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.

Acts 18:12.  While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him into court.

Acts 19:29.  Soon the whole city was in an uproar.  The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, and rushed as one man into the theater.

Acts 19:34.  But when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

Acts 23:7.  When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.

Romans 3:29-30.  Is God the God of Jews only?  Is he not the God of Gentiles too?  Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised by that same faith.

Romans 5:12.  Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned...

Romans 5:15-19.  But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!  Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin:  The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification.  For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.  Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.  For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.

Romans 6:5.  If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

Romans 12:4-5.  Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.

Romans 15:5-6.  May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 16:17.  I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned.  Keep away from them.

I Corinthians 1:10-13.  I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.  My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you.  What I mean is this:  One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”  Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Were you baptized into the name of Paul?

I Corinthians 3:8.  The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.

I Corinthians 6:15-17.  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute?  Never!  Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body?  For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.”  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.

I Corinthians 7:33-34.  But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world – how he can please his wife – and his interests are divided...

I Corinthians 8:4.  So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols:  We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one.

I Corinthians 8:6.  Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.

I Corinthians 10:17.  Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

I Corinthians 11:18.  In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it.

I Corinthians 12:12-13.  The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.  So it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

I Corinthians 12:20.  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

I Corinthians 12:24-25.  But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.

II Corinthians 13:11.  Finally, brothers, good-by.  Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace.  And the God of love and peace will be with you.

Galatians 3:16.  The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.  The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.

Galatians 3:20.  A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one.

Galatians 3:28.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 1:9-10.  And he made known to us the mystery of his will...  to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

Ephesians 2:14-16.  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.

Ephesians 2:18.  For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

Ephesians 3:6.  This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:3-6.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one hope when you were called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Ephesians 4:11-13.  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:25.  Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

Ephesians 5:31.  “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” [Genesis 2:24]

Philippians 1:27.  Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel...

Philippians 2:1-2.  If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.

Colossians 2:2-3.  My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Colossians 3:14-15.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.

I Timothy 2:5.  For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus...

Titus 3:10.  Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time.  After that, have nothing to do with him.

Hebrews 4:12.  For the word of God is living and active.  sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Hebrews 10:12-14.  But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

James 2:19.  You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that – and shudder.

Jude 1:19.  These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.

Revelation 17:13.  They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast.
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